
 Imamu  Amiri  Baraka  began
 his  presentation  by  quoting
 -Lenin’s  definition  of  imperial-
 ism.  is  capital-
 ism  in  that  stage  of  develop-
 ment  in  which  the  dominance

 of  monopoly  and  finance  capi-
 tal  has  established  itself,  in

 acquired  pronounced  impor-
 tance,  in  which  the  division  of

 the  world  among  the  interna-
 trust  has  begun,  in  which

 the  division  of  the  globe  among  -
 the  major  capitalist  powers
 has  been  completed.  Imperial-
 ism,  as  interpreted  above,
 undoubtedly  represents  a  spe-

 stage  in  the
 of  capitalism.”

 -He  then  quoted  another  pass-
 age  from  Lenin.  ‘“‘Monopoly
 arose  out  of  a  very  high  stage
 of  the  development  of  the
 concentration  of  production.

 the  seizure  of  the  most

 terials;  monopoly  has  sprung
 from  the  banks  and  grown  out
 of  colonial  policy.  To  the
 numerous  old  motives  of  ċolo-

 nial  policy,  finance  capital  has
 added  the  struggle  for  the
 source  of  raw  materials,  for

 the  export  of  capital,  for
 spheres  of  influence,  deals,

 AND
 talked  about  the

 linked  history  of

 evelopment imp

 played  by-

 triangular  route  of
 that  was  based  on  the  enslave-

 of  African  people,  and  resulted
 in  the  massive  accumulation  of

 Capitalin  Europe,  especially  i  in England.

 How  Europe  Underdeveloped
 Africa.  most  spectacular
 in  Europe  connected
 with  African  trade  was  the  rise
 of  seaport  towns,  notably  Bris-
 tol,  Liberpool,  Nome,  Bor-
 deaux,  and-Seville.  Directly  or
 indirectly  connected  to  those

 rts  there  arose  the  manu-

 centers  that  gave
 rise  to  the  industrial  revolu-

 tion.  In  England  it  was  the
 county  of  Lancaster  that  was-
 the  first  center  of  the  industrial
 revolution  and  the  economic

 advance  of  Lancaster  depend-
 ed  first  of  all  on  the  port  of

 Liverpool  through  slave  trad-

 Baraka  then  described  the
 economic  and  political  dev-
 elopment  of  capitalism  and

 United  States  with  the  cor-

 responding  development  of  the
 United  States  into  a  new  and

 aggressive  imperialist  power.
 Baraka  stated,  is  little
 doubt  that  the  slave  trade
 convened  and  nurtured  modern
 racism.”

 RACISM

 then  defined  racism,
 separating  it  from  other  forms-
 of  ethnocentricity,  in  that,
 “Ethnocentricity  merely  de-
 fines  the  world  almost  ex-
 through  the  eyes  of
 one  ple.  Chauvinism,  on
 the  other  hand,  tends  to  solidify

 that  onesided  method  of  defin-

 ing  a  broader  view.  Chau-
 vinism  represents  that  one
 people  are  superior  to
 racism  must  be  backed  up  by

 an  actual  show  of  that  sup-
 eriority.  In  other  words,  the
 racist  must  have  ‘the  power  to
 enforce  that  superiority  in  the
 objective  world-  usually  by
 military  force.  Therefore,
 ethnocentricity  and  chauvin-
 ism  can  exist  even  in  African

 people  towards  others,  even
 towards  Europeans,  but  rac-
 ism  cannot  exist  until  Black

 people  actually  subdue  the
 European  in  their  homes  and
 there,  in  Europe,  direct  the
 economy  in  the  interest  of
 great  capitalists  living  in  Afri-

 He  then  went  on  to  say,
 “There  can  be  no  doubt  that

 racism  as  it  pervades  the  world
 is  an  integral  part  of  the
 capitalist  mode  of  production.
 And  just  as  imperialism  in-
 tensified  the  contradiction  in

 capitalism,  it  also  spread  the
 ideology  of  racism  around  the
 world.  But  not  only  as  ideas
 but  as  institutions,  systems,
 ways  of  life  and  values  -
 ironically,  all  of  which  were
 also  on  the  subject

 CULTURAL  AGGRESSION
 Baraka  then  about

 cultural  aggression  and  the
 fact  that  it  was  and  still  is  a

 the  system  of  imperialism.
 imperialism  has  issued

 and  Euro-America,  it  is  almost

 of  the  sub-
 ect  peoples.  `  attempt  at and-or
 tural  destruction.  represents
 the  negation  of  the  culture  of
 the  oppressed  and  usually  the
 appearance  of  racial  oppres-
 sion,  where  not  only  would  the

 own  country  because  of  their
 race,  but  also  attempted  to
 destroy  their  values,  their  way
 of  life,  their  institutions  which
 is  their  culture.”

 Baraka  then  drew  from  the

 teachings  of  Cabral  to  point  out
 that,  teaches  us  that
 under  certain  circumstances  it

 is  very  easy  for  the  foreigner  to
 impose  his  domination  upon  a
 people,  but  that  whatever  the

 material  aspect  of  that  domin-
 ation,  it  can  be  maintained  only

 by  the  permanent,  organized
 repression  of  the  cultural  life  of
 the  people  concerned.  Im-
 plantation  of  foreign  domina-
 tion  can  be  assured  only  by
 neutralizing  and  paralyzing  the
 peoples’  cultural  life.  For  with
 a  strong,  indigenious  cultural

 be  sure  of  its  perpetuation.
 There  lies  the  necessity  of
 cultural  aggression  to  the  pro-
 cess  of  imperialist  oppression
 and  exploitation.”

 Baraka  then  explained  the
 material  basis  for  the  de-
 velopment  of  a  peoples’  culture
 in  the  level  of  the  productive
 forces.  He  again  quoted  Cabral
 “For  every  society,  for  every

 group  of  people  considered  as
 an  evolving  entity,  the  level  of

 the  productive  forces  indicates
 the  stage  of  development  of  the
 society  and  of  each  of  its
 components  in  relation  to  na-
 ture,  its  capacity  to  act  or  to
 zeact  concisely  in  relation  to
 It  indicates  and  con-
 the  type  of  material
 expressed  objectively

 relation-

 among  the  individual  or  col-
 lective  components  of  a  so-
 ciety.  To  speak  of  these  is  to
 speak  of  history,  but  it  is  also  to

 made  the  ideolo-
 gical  or  idealistic  characteris-
 tics  of  cultural  expression,
 culture  is  an  essential  element

 of  the  history  of  a  people.
 Culture  is,  perhaps,  the  pro-
 duct  of  this  history  just  as  a
 flower  is  a  product  of  a  plant.
 Like  history,  or  because  it  is
 history,  culture  has  as  its
 material  base  the  level  of
 productive  forces  or  the  mode
 of  production.”

 CULTURAL  ANALYSIS
 Baraka  then  stressed  the

 necessity  of  making  a  cultural
 analysis  of  ourselves  as  a  part
 of  the  process  of  developing  the
 correct  strategy  for  liberation.
 He  stated  that  such  an  analysis
 would,  the  question  of
 who  we  are,  how  we  have  lived,
 how  we  are  living,  how  must
 we  live  in  order  to  liberate
 ourselves.”

 He  went  on  to  say,  often
 imperialist  domination,  par-
 ticularly  as  it  is  manifested
 among  the  petty  Bourgeois
 intellectuals  that  Cabral  de-
 scribes,  will  set  us  to  accepting
 ideas  from  outside  our  own

 culture  simply  because  they
 are  Baraka  pointed  out
 that  this  tendency  can  lead  us
 to  mechanically  apply  theore-
 tical  position  from  other  situa-
 tions  without  analyzing  our
 own  concrete  material  con-
 ditions.

 Baraka  stated,  however,  that
 “This  must  not  be  interpreted,
 as  some  primitive  nationalists
 do,  as  a  retreat  from  the
 advantages  of  utilizing  inter-

 national  revolutionary  experi-
 ence.  We  must  learn  from
 everyone  and  everything  and
 deal  with  anyone  and  anything
 that  can  advance  our  struggle.

 “It  is  simply  that  we  must
 begin  our  theoretical  struggle

 social  structure,  which  is  of

 a  political  and  economic  anal- ysis.’

 ed  a  lengthy  passage  from  the
 “Weapon  of  Theory”  by  Ca-
 bral,  who  basing  himself  on  an
 analysis  of  the  conditions  of

 some  people  living  in  Africa,

 Asia,  and  Latin  America  be-

 rects  an  error  in  the  first  draft
 of  the  Communist  Manifesto.
 The  manifesto  states  that  class

 struggle  is  the  motive  force  of
 history.  Cabral  points  out  that
 while  this  is  certainly  true  of
 class  society,  that  the  motive

 force  before  the  development
 of  classes  could  have  not  been

 class  struggle,  but  was  in  fact
 the  development  of  the  mode  of

 states  that,  “Black
 peoples’  struggles  must  be  the
 organized  political  expression
 of  our  culture  as  itis  a  dynamic
 synthesis  of  the  material  and
 spiritual  conditions  of  our  so-
 ciety.”

 Baraka  stated  that  the  im-

 portance  of  analyzing  the  liv-
 ing  reality  of  our  culture  is
 that,  “If  we  make  analysis  and

 political  thrusts  and  economic
 resistance  utilizing  forms  and
 expressions  and  modes  that
 combine  the  many  positive
 variants  of  our  cultural  ex-

 pression,  we  will  invariably
 stimulate  the  masses  of  our

 people,  from  whom  these  ex-
 pressions  and  ideas  and  modes
 are  drawn  from  in  the  first

 place,  but  only  reorganized  to
 articulate  the  burning  question
 of  our  people  and  the  world  and
 give  back  equally  articulate
 answers  and  directions.”

 TASKS  OF  THE  STRUGGLE
 In  the  next  section  of  his

 presentation,  Baraka  began
 outlining  what  he  saw  as  the

 general  tasks  of  our  struggle.

 He  stated,  “If  the  principal
 problem  is  the  struggle  against
 imperialist  domination  with
 the  realization  that  this  must
 include  the  conscious  and  de-

 liberate  struggle  against  rac-
 ism,  whether  it  takes  the  form

 of  exploitation,  poli-
 tical  repression,  police  bru-
 tality,  or  cultural  aggression,
 then  the  question  arises,  how
 can  we  struggle  in  the  most
 effective  way?  First,  it  seems
 evident  that  imperialism  has
 oppressed  us  nationally,  rac-
 ially,  and  culturally  in  order  to
 make  profits,  but  also  as  a
 result  of  the  reproduction  of
 racist  systems  and  institutions,
 philosophy,  and  way  of  life  that

 perpetuates  itself  with  no  spe-
 cific  profit  motive,  although
 that  is  its  base.”

 Baraka  then  gave  his  defini-
 tion  of  race  and  nation.  “A

 race,  in  so  far  as  social
 interreaction  is  concerned,
 may  be  thought  of  as  any
 people  who  are  distinguished  in
 social  relations  with  other  peo-
 ple  by  their  physical  charac-
 teristics.  A  nation,  on  the  other

 thought  of  as  a  tribal  group
 conscious  of  cultural  unity.  So
 actually  to  say  nation  is  to.  say
 culture.”

 A  SUBORDINATE  NATION
 He  then  went  on  to  say  that,

 as  a  people,  we  are
 Africans  in  North  America,  a
 subordinate  nation  which  is
 what  national  minority  means,
 a  dependent  or  subject  nation
 as  Lenin  provided.  Oliver  Cox

 says  that  the  term  ‘minority
 group’  has  been  used,  but
 incorrectly.  Are  the
 people  in  South  Africa  or

 Are  the  Israelis  in  Palistine  a

 national  minority?  They  would
 be  a  national  minority  only  if
 they  had  no  power.  The
 position  of  the  opposing  group
 is  not  conveyed  by  the  antonym

 majority,  but  by  such  words
 as  dominant  subordinant.
 The  struggle  between  national
 groups  is  a  struggle  for  pow-
 er.”

 He  then  went  on  to  reiterate

 that,  oppression  is
 an  inherent  part  of  capitalism
 regardless  of  the  race  of  the
 nation.  the  political  and
 economic  and  social  subjuga-
 tion  of  other  less  developed,
 smaller  nations  within  the
 same  state  by  a  dominant
 nationality.”
 in  inconceivable

 without  racial  exploitation.
 But  it  must  be  recognized  that

 one  concept  that  informs  our
 national  liberation  movement

 is  that  every  nation  has  the
 right  to  self  determination,  to
 paraphrase  Lenin,  and  that
 any  federation  entered  into
 between  national  groups  have
 to  be  entered  into-voluntarily
 by  those  nations,  and  that  this

 right  must  be  supported  by  all
 socialists  even  though  they
 might  think  that  the  idea  of
 national  self-determination  of

 a  particular  national  group might  be
 Citing  specifically  the  Irish

 and  Black  people  in  North
 America  whom  he  called  ‘“‘sub-

 ject  or  dependent  nations,”  he
 said  these  kinds  of  national

 revolutions  would  certainly
 turn  into  socialist  revolutions
 and  the  right  to  self-de-
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 between  the  colonized  and  the

 colonizer  as  the  predominant
 contradiction  of  the  time.”

 Sufu  continued,  is  a
 class  struggle,  but  this  class
 struggle  between  white  work-
 ers  and  the  capitalists  is
 dormant,  asleep,  and  we  can’t
 wait  until  it  wakes  up  before
 we  struggle  for  our  de-

 He  stated  the  opinion  that,
 “we  have  but  two  choices,  we

 can  merge  with  this  dying
 nation  or  we  can  form  a  force

 capable  of  compelling  this
 country  .  to  relent.  This  does
 not  mean  that  we  have  to
 carry  on  a  revolution  for  the
 overthrow  of  U.S.  govern-
 ment.”

 “For  example,  he  continu-
 ed,  will  have  to
 relinquish  independence,  at
 least  to  Guinea-Bissau...and
 this  will  not  be  contingent

 upon  socialism  being  develop-
 ed  in  Portugal,  but  because  of
 the  struggle  they  (PAIGC)
 have  developed  within  Gui-
 nea-Bissau.  And  if  they  can  do

 it,  is  possible  for  us  to  do

 Brother  Sufu  concluded  his

 presentation  saying,  we
 have  our  national  conscious-
 ness  high  enough,  it  will  be
 possible  for  us  to  develop  that
 national  struggle  to  such  a
 point  that  we  will  precipitate
 between  white  capitalists  and
 the  working  class,  to  wake  up
 and  do  something.  But  they-
 aren’t  going  to  wake  up  until
 we  take  the  lead  and  carry

 our  fight  to  an  end.” QUESTIONS
 Later,  there  were  several

 questions  and  points  of
 rebuttal  posed  to  AAPP
 representatives.

 First,  they  were  questioned

 Cont’d  from  pg.  10
 overseas  Africans...we  must

 come  to  view  our  presence  in
 America  as  merely  a  tempor-

 ary  interval  in  our  continued existence  as  Africans.”

 Akpan  concluded  his  pre-
 sentation  saying,  people
 must  realize  that  we  have  an
 alternative  to  America,  and
 that  alternative  is,  as  Marcus
 Garvey  has  said,  not  neces-
 sarily  to  go  back  to  Africa,

 but  to  take  Africa  back.”

 QUESTIONS  TO
 AKPAN

 The  time  period  at  the  end
 of  the  second  panel  for
 questions  was  not  as  long  as
 that  of  the  first  panel.  There
 were,  however,  several  ques-
 tions  and  points  of  rebuttal

 posed  to  Akpan.
 In  his  rebuttal,  Owusu

 Sadaukai  pointed  out  that
 Akpan  had  not  quoted  the
 entire  position  of  Cabral
 regarding-class  struggle.  Ca-
 bral  had  said  that  it  was  the

 level  of  the  productive  forces
 and  mode  of  production  that
 was  the  permanent  driving
 force  of  history.  But  Cabral
 had  also  said  that  within  the
 context  of  class  society,  it  was
 in  fact  the  class  struggle  that

 brings  about  fundamental
 changes  in  conditions.  Cabral
 was  refuting  the  tendency  to

 say  that  class  struggle  was
 the  motive  force  of  all  of
 history  and  that  therefore,
 there  was  no  history  of  a
 people  before  classes.  Engels
 had  made  that  initial  incor-

 as  to  what  they  meant  by
 “nation.”  AAPP  spokesmen,
 however,  never  made  it  clear
 whether  they  were  talking  of  a

 separate  land  area  for  U-S.
 Blacks  or  what.

 AAPP  was  questioned
 they  did  not  clarify  what  they
 meant  by  national-
 ists.”

 Their  denial  or  non-admis-
 sion  of  classes  in  the  Black

 community  was  challenged
 and  rebutted  several  times.

 Their  assertion  that  class
 struggle  is  was
 challenged  by  those  who
 asserted  that  people  emerged
 in  the  working  class  are
 finding,  concretely,  that  the
 working  class  struggle  is  on  a
 discernble  rise.

 AAPP  was  challenged  for
 attempting  to  equate  the
 “national  liberation”  struggle
 in  Guinea-Bissau  with  the
 situation  in  the  U.S.  without

 speaking  of  the  vast  differ-
 ences  between  the  situa-
 tions.

 Thus,  in  summary,  the
 AAPP  position  was  that
 national  liberation

 was  the  primary  struggle
 of  U.S.  Blacks.  Although  there
 is  a  class  struggle  in  the  U.S.,
 it  does  not  involve  Black
 people  because  the  Black
 community  is  not  affected  by
 contradicting  capitalist  class
 interests,  but  rather  is  dehu-
 manized  and  culturally  cas-
 trated.  National  liberation  is

 possible  for  Black  people
 “without  a  revolution  for  the

 overthrow  of  the  U.S.  govern-
 and  only  such  a
 national  liberation  struggle,  to
 the  end,  will  spark  the
 dormant  white  working  class

 “to  awaken  and  do  some- thing.

 Akpan
 rect  analysis,  but  later
 corrected  it  himself  in  his
 works.

 Another  point  posed  to
 Akpan  by  Baraka,  was  that
 given  his  position  that  no

 ble  in  America,  how  are  we  to
 bring  about  change  here.  “Are
 we  to  be  invaded  by  armies
 from  Africa?”

 Akpan  was  to  say,
 ever  we  do  in  terms  of
 developing  as  a  race  of  people
 here,  attempting  to  benefit  the
 lives  of  our  people  with  all  of
 the  resources  that  are  avail-

 able  to  us,  at  the-same  time,
 we  understand  the
 underlying,  there  has  to  be  a
 land  base,  there  has  to  be  a
 power  base  with  the  ability  to
 supply  us  and  help  to  develop
 us  in  terms  of  resources.

 Akpan  was  asked  if  he  was
 saying  that  capitalism  was  a
 system  based  on  race.  Akpan
 responded  that  he  did  hold
 such  a  position  and`  he  felt
 that  “racism  was  the  result  of

 capitalism,  developed
 in  order  to  rationalize  and
 perpetuate  the  existence  of
 capitalism.”

 he  call  for  the  overthrow  of

 capitalism  without  the  unity  of
 the  Black  and  white  working
 class?

 Akpan  responded  that
 struggle  alliances  were  not
 absolutely  out  of  the  question
 but  that  based  on  the  history
 of  white  whenever  the
 conditions  for  such  coalitions

 developed  whites  either  refus-
 ed  to  cooperate  or  they  have
 undermined  such  coalitions.
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 QUESTIONS  TO  ABDUL
 ALKALIMAT

 During  the  question  and
 answer  period,  several
 significant  questions  were
 posed  to  Alkalimat.

 One  person  asked  “How
 can  African  people  histor-
 ically,  culturally  or  philo-
 sophically  co-exist  with  a
 culturally  hostile  Europ-
 ean  civilization  regardless
 of  the  structure  of  the

 economy?”
 Alkalimat  gave  a  multi-

 point  response.  First,  he

 restated  his  position  that
 there  clearly  can  be  no

 solution  to  national  op- under  capitalism.
 Then  he  noted  that  he
 been  to  Cuba,  met
 talked  to  people  of  African

 Black  people  are  playing
 leading  roles  in  Cuban
 society  and  are  enthusias-
 tically  involved  in  the
 building  of  socialism.  He
 stated  that  these  people,
 whose  outlook  has  been
 shaped  by  the  revolution-
 ary  process,  should  be
 considered  rather  than
 those  whose  outlooks  were

 shaped  when  capitalism
 still  controlled  Cuba.

 He  also  quoted  Lenin
 who  said,  ‘‘for  different
 nations  to  live  together  in
 peace  and  freedom  or  to

 -  separate  and  form  differ-
 ent  states,  if  that  is  more
 convenient,  a  demo-
 cracy,  upheld  by  the
 working  class,  is  essential.
 No  privileges  for  any  one
 or  any  one  lan-
 guage  and  not  the  slightest
 injustice  in  respect  of  a
 national  minority.  Such

 are  the  principles  of
 working  class  demo-

 Alkalimat  then  stated
 that  racism  serves  no
 máterial  interests  under
 socialism  as  it  serves  the

 capitalist  class  under  cap-
 italism.

 After  Alkalimat  had
 his  response,
 the  person  who  had  asked
 the  question  retorted  that
 it  was  his  understanding
 that  the  Asian  minority  in

 Soviet  Union  was  now

 the  next  person  with  a question.
 Another  question

 to  Alkalimat  was  what  did
 he  see  as  the  role  of  Black

 revolutionaries  in  to
 the  white  working  class
 community?

 Alkalimat  responded
 —  that  Black  revolutionaries

 must  concentrate  on
 buildng  the  revolutionary

 process  among  Black
 workers  and  in  the  Black

 community.  He  added  that
 we  must  realize  that are  in  all
 communities,  incļuding
 the  white  community.  He
 stated  that  “any  vangard-
 ism,  any  position  that
 Black  people  must  swarm

 out  into  other  communities

 is  a  way  to  liquidate  the
 left  position  because  it
 would  ignore  the  existence
 of  revolutionaries  in  all
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 termination  by  such  national
 groups,  and  the  attendant  call

 for  secession  and  separation  ,
 are,  in  the  case  of  clear
 rebellions  against  oppressor
 nations  and  imperialism  in
 general,  clearly
 ary.”

 THE  CONTENT  OF
 BLACK  NATIONALISM

 Based  on  his  interpretation

 Baraka  then  talked  about  the

 conditions  of  national  oppres-

 sion  among  Black  people  in  this
 country  and  what  he  felt  was
 the  correct  content  of  Black
 nationalism.

 “It  is  the  power  motive,”  he

 said,  “that  should  inform  our
 racial  and  cultural  national-

 ism.  Our  oppression,  which  is
 at  base  economics,  is  perpet-
 uated  at  one  level  as  racial
 oppression.  We  are  econom-
 ically  oppressed  to  the  extent
 that  we  are  because  of  our

 race.  This,  in  turn,  creates

 is,  the  way  we  live  and  our
 formal  and  informal  record  of

 that  process.

 of  this  constant.
 continuous  reconsolidation  of

 culture  through  racial  oppres-
 sion,  based  on  the  intent  of

 economic  exploitation,  we  per-
 sist  in  America  as  a  national

 group.  Its  basie  stability  is

 oppressed  and  exploited
 communities.”

 -  _  Responding  to  a  ques-
 tion  of  his  view  of
 nature  of  oppression  of  .
 women,  replied,

 “Black  women  suffer  tri-
 ple  oppression.  They
 fer  racism,  sexism  and
 class  exploitation.  Of  the

 three,  class  exploitation  ïs primary.’

 Alkalimat  was  asked.
 why  did  he  think  more
 Black  people  had  not  yet

 adopted  the  left

 are  in  solidarity

 “Another
 he  continued,
 that  i  in  the  past,  the  left  in
 this  country  liquidated
 their  revolutionary  posi-
 tions.  There  is  a
 bankruptcy  and  betrayal
 on  the  left.  People  who
 had  presented  themselves
 as  being  the  left,  have  too
 often  been  corrupt.  But
 ihat  doesn’t  alter  the.  fact

 that  the  true  left  ideologi-
 cal  positions,  remain  cor-
 rect.”

 “Finally,”  he  concluded,
 “often  anti-left  positions
 come  from  people  with

 petty  bourgeois  back-
 grounds  and  aspirations
 who  are  uncomfortable
 with  the  notion  of  real
 struggle.”

 Baraka
 racial  and  cultur:

 Therefore,  in  Baraka’s  view,
 we  have  the  moral  right  to
 national  self  determination  and

 must  wage  a  national  libera-
 tion  struggle  based  on  revolu-
 tionary  nationalist  ideology  in
 order  secure  this  right  in
 fact.  Such  a  struggle,  he
 analyzed,  is  pro-
 gressive  and  revolutionary”  in
 that  it  strikes  at  the  very  heart
 of  the  imperialist  system,  and
 must,  in  order  to  be  really
 successful,  pass  over  into
 cialist  revolution.

 Baraka  agaın  quoted  Cabral,
 liberation  is  based

 on  pg.  14]
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 reality,  the  question  is  where
 and  how?”

 WHAT  IS  REVOLUTION? stated  that  we
 need  to  talk  about  gaining  a
 understanding  of  the
 essence  of  what  revolution  is.

 He  began  by  quoting  Cabral’s
 definition  of  revolution.
 sudden  progress  made  possi-
 ble  as  a  result  of  the  violent
 alteration  or  mutation  in  the

 level  of  productive  forces  or
 the  pattern  of  ownership.
 Violent  transformation  carr-

 ied  out  within  the  process  of
 the  development  of  classes.”

 Sadaukai  said  that  under-
 standing  this  means  that  we
 can  begin  to  put  the  history  of
 the  Black  Liberation  move-
 ment  in  its  proper  prospec-
 tive.  We  can  begin  to  under-
 stand  that  Power  was
 a  tremendous  necessity  for  us
 as  Black  people  to  give  us  a
 feeling  of  worth  as  Black
 human  beings,  a  feeling  that

 that  accrued  to  us  as  a  people.

 It  was  an  important  phenome-
 na,  but  it  was  not  a  revolution.

 “A  revolution  is  a  funda-

 mental  change  in  the  nature
 of  political  and  economic
 system;  that  has  to  be  a
 transfer  of  power  of  the
 means  of  production  out  of  the
 hands  of  the  vultures  into  the

 hands  of  the  masses  of  the
 people,  using  the  state  as  the
 initial  apparatus  to  consoli-
 date  this  transfer  of  power  in
 the  interests  of  the  working
 people  of  society.”

 Sadaukai  continued  that
 secondly,  must  under-
 stand  that  revolution  is  a

 hat  in  order  to  make

 and  get  involved  in  the  day  to
 day  processes  and  struggle  of

 understand  this,  then  what
 happens  is  that  those  of  us

 who  claim  to  be  revolutionary
 become  so  revolutionary  that
 we  cannot  get  involved  in  the
 revolution  and  we  end  up
 being  five  or  six  or  seven  of  us
 sitting  in  back  rooms  some-
 where  coming  up  with  theor-
 ies  that  are  unrelated  to  the

 problems  of  our  people.”

 Sadaukai  emphasized  that  we
 must  get  involved  with  the
 day  to  day  life  and  struggles
 of  the  masses  of  our  people.

 STUDY  THE  SCIENCE  OF
 REVOLUTION

 Next  emphasized
 that  “we  must  study  the
 classics,  Marx,  Lenin,  Mao,
 and  only  an  idiot  would  not
 understand  that  you  have  to
 study  Cabral,  Toure,  and
 those  Brothers  and  Sisters
 who  are  waging  struggle  on
 the  African  continent.  How
 can  you  not  study  Cabral?

 “But  you  know  Brothers  and

 because  it  was  difficult  for  me
 to  even  consider  the  idea  of

 reading  Marx  and  Lenin.  For
 three  or  four  years,  I  came
 around  and  told  somẹ  of  you

 them  ‘cause  the  white
 boy,  don’t  even  read  them
 cause  they  are  the  white  boy’.
 I  never  told  you  not  to  get  in
 the  car  you  had  parked
 outside  ‘cause  the  white  boy
 made  it.’  I  never  told  you  not
 to  use  any  other  knowledge
 you  could  find.”

 Sadaukai  then  said  we  must

 move  to  the  point  where  we
 can  study  all  of  the  theoretical
 knowledge  that  exists  in  the
 science  of  revolution.  In  the

 final  minutes  of  his  presenta-

 tion,  Sadaukai  restated  that
 we  must  always  engage  in
 revolutionary  practice  inside
 the  struggles  of  the  masses
 and  we  must  consistently

 study  revolutionary  theory. He  said,
 talking  about  a  situation
 where  we  begin  to  produce  an
 organization  of  revolutionar-
 ies,  of  revolutionaries  that  will

 study  and  will  fight  and  that
 those  revolutionaries  will  or-

 ganize  in  particular  segments
 of  the  Black  community,
 students,  unemployed,  secre-
 taries,  workers,  all  sectors,
 but  the  primary  sector  must
 be  the  working  class.

 WHY  THE  WORKING  CLASS

 Why  the  working  class?
 Because  clearly  the  over-
 whelming  number  of  our
 people  are  in  the  working
 class.  They  are  in  the  most
 objective  position  to  seize  and
 control  the  means  of  produc-
 tion.  There  is  a  difference
 between  taking  over  a  library
 on  a  university  campus  and
 taking  over  General  Motors.

 The  dialectics  of  capitalist
 development  produces  the
 seeds  of  its  own  negation.  It
 brings  -numbers  of
 workers  into  socialized  pro-
 duction  which  gives  rise  to  a
 collective,  organized  struggle
 against  the  ruling  class.”

 He  went  on  to  say  that  we
 should  also  build  a  United
 Front  inside  the  Black  com-

 munity  because  there  are
 intense  contradictions  be-
 tween  the  ruling  class  and  the
 entire  Black  community.  He
 then  stated  that,  should
 support  all  anti-imperialist
 struggles  throughout  the
 world,  starting  with  Africa,
 because  of  our  heritage,
 because  of  the  of
 our  people,  but  we  must
 support  whoever  is  objectively

 ism,  and  incidentially,  there
 should  never  be  another  time
 when  we  miss  a  thing  like  we
 did  the  Vietnam  War.”

 PERSONAL
 Sadaukai  closed  with  a

 personal  statement.  the
 final  analysis,  all  of  this  will
 be  validated  by  practice.  And
 in  the  last  5  years,  I  have
 spent  too  much  time  in
 airplanes  running  from
 place  to  place  begging  for
 money  for  Malcolm  X,  asking
 people  to  support  MXLU  and
 ALSC,  to  do  this,  to  do  that,
 all  of  which  had  its  positive
 value.

 “But  the  problem  is  that  by
 doing  that  in  a  constant
 ongoing  basis,  you  begin  to
 lose  sight  of  the  real  reality,
 the  gut  level  problems  of  our

 for  the  next  12  to  18  months,
 you  can  find  me  in  Durham,
 North  Carolina,  dealing  with
 the  proklems  of  Black  People,
 trying,  in  fact,  to  organize  the
 Black  Working  Class  and
 organize  the  Black  community
 so  that  I  can  learn,  because
 too  many  of  us  who  claim  to
 be  revolutionaries  and
 speechmakers,  haven’t  visited
 Black  People  lately.”
 QUESTIONS  &  ANSWERS

 In  response  to  a  question
 from  Kwadwo  Akpan  on  the
 relationship  between  the  lib-
 eration  of  AFrica  and  the
 liberation  of  Black  people  in
 the  United  States,  Sadaukai
 stated  that,  used  to  hold  the
 same  position  as  Kwadwo;
 that  got  to  liberate
 Africa  and  then  we  will  be
 free.  It  was  revolutionaries  in

 Africa  who  brought  me  to  see
 that  that  wasn’t  true.  It  was

 my  discussions  with  people  in
 Mozambique  and  with  pro-
 gressive  people  in  Tanzania,
 that  convinced  me  that  this

 was  a  mystical\  analysis
 at  best  and  that  the  liberation

 of  Africa  would  come  only
 through  two  processes.

 The  first  is  the  process  of
 outright  struggle  against  im-

 perialism,  of  which  we  are  a
 critical  part,  since  we  are
 inside  the  citadel  of  imperial-
 ism.

 The  second  is  based  on  what
 Mao  and  other  revolutionaries

 have  said,  which  is  that
 revolutions  come  about  be-
 cause  of  indigenous  move-
 ments  of  the  people  towards
 revolutionary  struggle.  Even
 though  we  are  of  African
 heritage,  it  is  really  stretching
 the  imagination  to  say  that
 after  being  gone  for  over  400
 years,  we  could  be  called
 indigenous  to  the  African
 continent  in  this  historic
 epoch.

 A  question  was  asked  about
 what  form  our  national
 liberation  struggle  would  take.
 Sadaukai  responded,  admit
 that  I  have  problems  under-
 standing  whether  we  are  a
 nation  or  a  national  minority.
 I  am  trying  to  struggle  with
 this  both  theoretically  and
 practically,  but  I  do  believe
 that  the  question  of  secession,
 the  question  of  self
 ation,  can  only  be  decided
 through  the  process  of  strug-
 gle  for  a  socialist  revolution
 so  that  in  fact,  if  our  decision
 is  to  go  for  six  states  or  two
 states,  whatever  our  decision
 is,  it  will  be  formulated
 in  part  and  to  a  large  degree
 through  our  struggle  for  a
 socialist  revolution.  On  that
 basis,  we  should  then  be  able
 to  make  the  decision  as  to
 what  is  the  correct  form  for

 us  inside  this  country.”
 In  .answer  to  another

 question  on  the  same  subject,
 he  stated  that  I  am.
 still  struggling  with  exactly
 what  form  our  struggle  for
 national  liberation  will  take,  I
 can’t  see  what  is  meant  by  a
 national  liberation  struggle

 separate  a  class  strug-
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 on  the  inalienable  right  of  each
 people  to  have  its  own  history.”

 Baraka,  went  on  to  say
 “Racism,  as  the  cutting  edge  of
 capitalist  exploitation,  has  de-
 nied  us  the  right.”

 OUR  NATIONAL

 PRODUCTIVE  FORCES

 Again  he  quoted  Cabral,
 “Imperialist  domination  signi-
 fies  the  negation  of  the  his-
 torical  process  of  a  dominated

 people  by  means  of  violent

 development  of  the  national
 productive  forces.”

 Baraka  continued,  “What
 are  our  national  productive
 forces?  The  major  and  de-
 cisive  part  of  the  productive
 force  are  Black  people  whose
 development  has  been  violent-
 ly  obstructed  by  the  develop-
 ment  of  capitalism  and  racism.

 “That  small  group  of  Blacks
 who  do  control  some  means  of

 production,  and  have  exploita-
 tive  relationships  to  wage  lab-
 orers,  do  not  have  control  of  the

 total  means  of.  production  that
 we  make  ultimate  claim  to.

 Black  people  can  lay  claim  to

 that  percentage  of  the  means  of

 the  total  society
 that  would  be  ours  by  virtue  of
 our  work  and  needs.

 “The  struggle  against  racial
 oppression  is  basically  a  strug-
 gle  for  national  liberation.  The
 objective  of  national  liberation

 is  to  free  the  process  of
 development  of  the

 -productive  forces,  the  people
 and  the  means  of  production.

 “Not  only  our  people  must  be

 free,  and  they  are  the  ultimate

 makers  of  history,  but  finally
 we  must  struggle  to  free  the

 of  production  from
 monopoly  capitalist  domina-
 tion.  It  seems  critical  that  we

 must  always  keep  in  mind  that
 we  are  struggling  liberate
 ourselves  as  a  people,  and  also

 about  the  advent  of  socialism.”
 INDEPENDENT

 Baraka  then  moved  on  to
 defend  what  he  saw  as  the
 independent  national  charac-
 ter  of  the  liberation  struggle
 from  those  lines  that  he  per-
 ceived  as  trying  to  deny  this
 and  to  submerge  the  liberation
 struggle  in  the  general  struggle
 for  working  class  revolution
 and  socialism.

 In  this  regard  he  stated,
 “The  fact  of  racism  in  America

 is  real,  not  theoretical,  just  as
 the  fact  of  our  racial  distinction
 is  real.  When  we  project  our

 struggle,  or  render  ourselves
 within  the  phraseo-
 logy  of  a  struggle  simply
 between  the  working  masses
 and  the  class  with  no
 further  revelation  of  the  essen-

 tial  reality  of  the  existence  of
 any  potential  transnational,  in-
 terracial  working  class;  to  say
 as  some  multi-national  forma-

 tions  do,  that  they  represent
 the  entire  working  class,  is  not
 to  go  to  the  depths  of  analysis
 and  investigations  of  American
 society.  Racism  renders  talk
 about  the  entire  working  class,
 at  this  time,  as  idealist  con-

 jecture.”

 Baraka  continued,  ia-
 lectically  our  struggle  takes  on
 a  nationalist  character  if  only
 because  it  is  a  struggle,  at  one
 point,  against  racial  oppres-
 sion.  But  there  is  a  class
 nature  to  our  struggle  itself,
 since  we  understand  the  econo-

 mic  reasons  behind  that  op-
 pression,  though  by  the  time  of
 imperialism  the  white  ruling
 class  and  the  white  masses  of

 Europe  and  America  were
 convinced  that  people  of  color
 around  the  should  be
 exploited  because  we  were
 colored  and  therefor  inferior.

 in  our  class  relationship
 to  the  ruling  class  the  com-
 plication,  again,  is  the  racial
 character  of  capitalist  oppres-
 sion.  The  greater  portion  of
 that  monopoly  capitalist  ruling
 class  is  white  though  that  is
 finally  secondary  to  the  fact
 that  they  are  a  ruling  class.”

 NATION-CLASS
 Baraka  moved  on  to  deal

 with  the  question  of  what,
 precisely,  is  our  relationship,
 as  a  people,  to  the  monopoly
 capitalist  ruling  In
 answering  that  question  he  put
 forth  the  idea  that  Black  people

 as  a  whole  are  proletarian,  that
 the  necessary  relationship  be-

 tween  an  oppressed  nationality
 and  the  oppressor  power  is  a
 class  relationship  with  the
 entire  oppřessed  nationality
 functioning  as  a  working  class:
 “Capitalist  and  certainly  im-
 perialist  domination  proletar-
 ianized  our  whole  people.  Race
 relations  are  not  caste  re-
 lations,  they  are  not  repro-
 duced  simply  by  families.
 They  are  labor,  capital,  and

 profits  relations.  Therefore
 race  relations  have  a  prole-
 tarian-bourgeois  relationship
 and  are  hence  a  political  class
 relation.

 “For  this  reason,  just  as
 Cabral  and  Nkrumah
 speak  of  nation-class  in  char-
 acterizing  our  formation  in
 struggle  against  colonialism,
 so  we  must  understand  that

 proletarian  is  not  merely  a
 sociai  class  definition  as  is
 working  class,  but  a  formation
 of  struggle.  The  struggle
 against  national  oppression
 calls  for  a  national  liberation

 struggle  as  a  nation-class.
 BLACK  VANGUARD  PARTY
 on  his  analysis,  Ba-

 raka,  in  the  last  section  of  his
 presentation,  spoke  of  the  or-
 ganizational  needs  of  the  Black
 liberation  struggle.

 He  stated  that  our  struggle
 the  mobilization  and
 organization  of  the  nationalist
 forces  within  the  framework

 of,  and  by  the  action  of  a
 strong,  well  organized,  well
 structured  political  organiza-
 tion.

 Baraka  goes  on  to  talk  about
 Lenin’s  concept  of  a  vanguard

 party  and  this  to  what
 he  sees  to  be  the  needs  of  our
 struggle  today.  ‘“‘The  one  thing
 that  Lenin  was  firm  about

 regardless  of  conditions  vary-
 ing  from  country  to  country,
 was  the  need  for  a  vanguard
 party  whose  members  all
 recognize  the  necessary  dif-
 ference  between  themselves
 and  the  revolutionary  masses,
 and  who  have  a  firm  ideology,

 programmatic  summation,
 and  discipline  before  they  go  to

 the  masses,  interact  with  them
 and  give  them  leadership.”

 Baraka  asserted,  this
 distinction  is  blurred,  what
 comes  into  being  is  not  a  revo-
 lutionary  vanquard  party,  but
 a  mass  party,  no  matter  how
 small  in  size,  which  incorpor-
 ate  into  its  membership  those
 who  shouid  actually  be  its
 followers  and  supports.  Such  a
 party  cannot  lead  the  masses,
 it  can  only  tailgate  and  follow
 after  them.”

 Baraka  continued,  ‘“‘Lenin  is
 relevant  for  his  concept  of
 building  a  revolutionary  van-
 guard  party  on  the  basis  of  that
 section  of  the  population  in  a
 given  country  which  is  both  the
 most  oppressed,  and  the  chief

 revolutionary  social  force.

 If  the  chief  revolutionary
 social  force  is  the  peasant;  as
 in  China,  then  base  the  party

 on  the  If  it  is  the
 Black  masses,  as  in  the  United
 States,  then  build  the  revolu-
 tionary  party  on  the  basis  of  a
 Black  revolutionary  social  for-
 ce.

 Baraka  closed  his  presentation
 saying,”  Building  strong  disci-
 plined  organizations  based  on
 the  correct  ideology,  based  on
 nationalism,  P  a  n-Africanism
 and  socialism,  an  analysis  of
 the  concrete  conditions,  we  are
 able  to  actively  pursue  con-
 crete  programs  to  mobilize,
 organize  and  politicize  the
 masses  and  move  them  objec-
 tively  to  transform  the  entire
 society.  And  in  so  doing  we  help
 alter  objective  and  subjective
 conditions  throughout the
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